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Dearly beloved in Christ, 
May the divine presence and leading of  God be with you! 

I greet you all in the name of  the Lord Jesus. I pray that the 
favourable hand of  the Lord, who is unchanging in His love 
and power, would sustain you, always. 

I am happy over your concerned prayers, sacrificial 
offerings and fond inquiries about my welfare. God will honour you for the 
good works that you do because of  your love for Him. 

The time we live now, is completely different. The world that was before 
25 years, is not the same today. This world today is totally new. Perspectives 
towards good and bad have changed; ideas about what is right and wrong have 
changed; justice related to likes and dislikes has changed; wrong things have 
happened before and they happen even today. Immorality was there before 
and it still happens. Lies and deceits existed before and they are still there, 
even now. However, fine sense about wrong things, guilt about wickedness 
and shame towards immorality are not here, as it were before. Today, most of 
the people do not have repentance for the wrongs they commit or feel guilty 
over the bad things they have done or are ashamed over their immorality. 

Most people prefer to be looked upon as talented ones rather than as 
straightforward people. Many want to be seen as achievers rather than as 
honest people. They are satisfied to be seen as modern people rather than as 
morally good. 

However, God’s perspective does  not change according to the times. He 
sees the wrong as wrong and crime as crime, yesterday and today. For the 
people of  today’s world, a person’s faults, wrongs and worldly conduct could 
be common. However, God will not approve of  us, just because we are 
approved of  by people. In His sight, what is right would be right and what is 
wrong would be wrong. We cannot justify our wrong deeds by citing our 
situation or the pressures of  the world. Let us live, keeping the Lord at the 
forefront. Let us know what is correct in the sight of  God and act accordingly. 

May the Lord be with you!

Your brother, 

Samson Paul
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It is good that you appreciate all who do good;
But also see whether how many are able to appreciate    

     you for doing good.

It is good that you are grateful to all those who do good;
But also see, how many are able to thank you for doing  

    good.

You become happy on seeing those who are good;
But also see, how many are able to become happy 

     by seeing you being good.

You hold anyone who has come up in life through 
     their hard work, in high respect;

But also see how many are able to respect you 
     for coming up in life through your hard work.

Don’t stop with appreciating others; don’t forget to act in  
     such a way to earn others’ appreciation.  
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Since his mouth utters a few things 
that is beyond his normal custom, he 
believes that some special power is 
operating in him. When he feels 
something supernatural happening 
within him, it gives him much 
satisfaction. Hence, he desires that this 
should happen to him every time. He 
believes that speaking differently thus 

is the result of  the work of  the Holy 
Spirit in him and hence he does not 
want to remain quiet without having 
that experience. 

Experience of  Disobedience 
to the Word:

Many Christians consider their 
experience of  being able to speak 

Continuation...

Vol. 13

When a believer is able to utter a few words which 
are not of  their normal language or 

speak excited words under the name ‘anointing’ 
during the time of  prayer or worship, 
they get thrilled by this experience. 

Hence, he is encouraged to think that 
something super natural is happening 

within him by the Spirit of  God.
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something as ‘tongues’ as an evidence 
for receiving the Holy Spirit. Hence, 
they want to experience this again and 
again and get confirmed that they have 
received the Holy Spirit. As a result, 
they are unable to obey the Biblical 
instruction that not all, but only two 
or three persons can speak in tongues 
in the situation wherein everyone 
gathers to worship God and that too 
it should be spoken only if  it could be 
interpreted (I Corinthians 14:27,28). 
However, since they get stirred up to 
an excited state and feel as if  the Holy 

Spirit is operating in them, they are 
unable to stop when they begin to 
raise noises as tongues, during the time 
of  prayer or worship. Pastors want to 
show their time of  worship as the time 
during which the Holy Spirit works 
powerfully. Hence, they want to show 
that the believers who have gathered 
in the assembly, are filled with the 
Holy Spirit during the worship time. 
So, when many believers speak 
something as tongues and create a 

celebrative atmosphere during the 
worship time, totally ignoring the laws 
of  the Bible, the pastors are happy 
over this and encourage the people to 
do so. 

Since speaking in tongues by many 
people helps others to see their 
worship time as a powerful worship, 
many pastors do not compel the 
people to follow the laws concerning 
the tongues, like Paul did. In fact, 
many pastors, urge the people to speak 
in tongues, praise and shout. Since the 
pastors and the believers very much 

like an excited state, they 
are unable to follow the 
Biblical laws related to 
speaking in tongues. 

Breaking the rules of 
the Bible, they give a 
wrong explanation in 
order that they should 
have the freedom to raise 
some noise as anointing. 
As a result of  this was 
born the deceitful and 

strange teaching that speaking in 
tongues is a sign and that it is different 
from the gift of  new tongues. 
However, Acts 2nd chapter and I 
Corinthians 12th chapter say that 
‘tongues’ is a gift given by the Spirit of 
God. 

For whom is the Tongues 
Useful? 

It was Apostle Paul’s spiritual 
advice that though speaking in tongues 
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is a spiritual gift, it should not be used 
if  there is no chance of  bringing 
edification to the gathering. The gift 
of  prophecy which speaks of  God’s 
word, is of  great spiritual use to a 
gathering (I Corinthians 14:4). The 
reason, all those who gather in that 
place receive God’s instructions and 
counsels through the gift of  prophecy 
which speaks God’s words. 

However, the gift of  tongues will 
edify only the person who speaks it 
(I Corinthians 14:4). When a person 
is able to speak a different language, 

contrary to his normal custom, it 
would give him a spiritual incitement 
or encouragement. This is of  no use 
to anybody else. Hence, Paul advises 
against using this gift in the midst of 
a congregation since it can benefit 
only the person concerned.

Everyone can admire the singing 
of  a person, who sings amidst a 
gathering and not by himself  in an 
isolated room. Take the case of  a 
person, who dines among many others 
and not in a separate room, all by 
himself. Just because he eats in the 

Breaking the rules of the Bible, 
they give a wrong explanation in order 

that they should have the freedom 
to raise some noise as anointing.
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midst of  a gathering, others would not 
be satiated of  their hunger. In the 
same way, when a person speaks 
tongues, being truly filled with the 
Spirit of  God, he may experience 
spiritual urges within himself. 
However, others are not benefitted by 
this. That’s why Apostle advises that 
one should not use the gift of  speaking 
in tongues in the midst of  the assembly 
but should use it when he is alone 
(I Corinthians 14:28). 

However, most of  the pastors and 
believers do not want to follow this 

instruction of  discipline and order. 
Since the tongues alone helps them 
during the worship time to believe that 
they have received the Holy Spirit, 
many believers do not want to be 
quiet, without speaking it. Pastors too 
believe that only when the believers 
speak something like tongues, their 
worship time would appear to be 
powerful and hence they are unable to 
accept God’s counsel of  truth given 
through Paul. 

The preaching that speaking in 
tongues is a sign of  having received 
the Holy Spirit and is different from 
the gift of  tongues, is not based on the 
truth and is formed by those who do 
not walk in the Biblical path but who 
want to go by their own emotions, 
wishes and interests. Apostle Paul 
prohibited people from using the gift 
of  tongues in the assembly and not 
the sign of  tongues. Hence, their 
explanation is contradictory of  the 
Scriptures. “What Paul says about 
everyone speaking in tongues refers 
to the tongues that is the gift of 

tongues and not the 
tongues, which is the sign’ 
– This explanation given 
by many, is born of  their 
own wisdom and not 
based on Biblical truth. 

According to the Bible, 
‘tongues’ is a gift. It cannot 
be said that this gift will 
operate in everyone who 
has received the Holy 

Spirit. The Bible does  not say that the 
operation of  this gift is the common 
sign or proof  for having received the 
Holy Spirit.  Not everyone, who has 
the Holy Spirit, has the gift of  healing. 
In the same way, not everyone, who 
has received the Holy Spirit, has the 
gift of  speaking in tongues (I 
Corinthians 12:30). 

When the Holy Spirit was poured 
upon the believers, for the very first 
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time, God made them speak in 
tongues in order that other people 
would know that the Holy Spirit had 
come upon them (Acts 2:4). Though 
the believers of  Samaria and Ephesus 
had accepted Jesus, they were ignorant 
of  the matters related to the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 8:15; 19:3). God gave them 
the gift of  speaking in tongues as a 
sign of  receiving the Holy Spirit. In 
Cornelius house, He made the people, 
who were listening to the Word, speak 
in tongues in order to make Peter and 
the other Apostles know that God 
pours down His Holy Spirit even upon 
the heathens (Acts 10:45). 

Sign of  having Received the 
Spirit of  God:

In the above incidents, tongues 
could be seen as connected to the 
Holy Spirit. Yet there is no teaching in 

the Bible to show that speaking in 
tongues alone is the common sign that 
a person has received the Holy Spirit. 
A person, receiving the Holy Spirit, 
can confirm it on the basis of  faith 
and not on the sign of  speaking in 
tongues (Galatians 3:2). Receiving the 
Holy Spirit should be confirmed on 
the basis of  faith and not on the ability 
to speak in tongues (Ephesians 1:3). 

Believing that speaking in tongues 
is a sign of  having received the Holy 
Spirit is not a direct teaching or 
preaching from the Bible. Rather it is 
an assumption formed on the basis of 
certain Biblical incidents. Important 
Apostles like Peter, John or Paul never 
said that speaking in tongues is a sign 
of  having received the Holy Spirit. If 
speaking in tongues is the true identity 
of  having received the Holy Spirit, 
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surely this would have been mentioned 
in the Bible as a teaching. 

Some people, have the habit of 
speaking a few words regularly under 
the name ‘tongues’, during the time of 
worship. Such people, who raise 
incomprehensible noises fail to 
understand that what they speak is not 
a gift given by the Spirit of  God. They 
have developed that habit of  speaking 
such words in certain exciting and 
enthralling situations. Sometimes, 
some people train their mouth to raise 
such noises, out of  pressure that they 
should somehow speak in tongues. 
Once they are trained to speak thus, 
they take it as a proof  for having 
received the anointing of  the Holy 
Spirit. As a result, those who have truly 
received the Holy Spirit, are unable to 
receive the anointing of  the Holy 
Spirit. This is because, speaking in 
tongues alone is taken as the authentic 

sign for having received the Holy 
Spirit. However, this is not genuine 
‘tongues’. A person may be able to 
speak something similar to tongues; 
yet on this basis, it is not right to think 
that he has received the anointing of 
the Holy Spirit.  

As Paul says, the fruit of  the Spirit 
is, ‘love, joy, peace, long suffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self- control’ (Galatians 
5:22,23). If  we believe that someone 
has received the Holy Spirit or His 
anointing, it should be observed 
whether he has the above mentioned 
fruit of  spiritual goodness. This is 
because, these are the important signs 
that the Holy Spirit is working in that 
person. If  speaking in tongues is taken 
as the sign of  the work of  the Holy 
Spirit in a person, it would be like 
deceiving oneself.  
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 Physical Health

The Bible says that our body is the 
temple of  God (I Corinthians 3:16). 
It is very important that our physical 
body is healthy, for any matter. Some 
people fail to give importance to their 
body and its welfare, considering it to 
be godliness. A healthy physical 
condition is essential for us to live 
correctly for God and to be useful for 
Him. Ignoring or neglecting our 

physical body and health, we cannot 
do anything properly. Some people 
would say, ‘Who cares about the 
physical body? It is the soul, which is 
important’. However, for the soul to 
be correct and for benefits to be 
enjoyed from such a soul, physical 
health is necessary. 

Only when our body is healthy, we 
can do any good works, in the right 
way. Four things such as food, rest, 

Being healthy could be said to be a state of  being fit, 
strong, stable and able to function well. In life, 

we should be healthy in three important areas. First of  all, 
we should be physically healthy. Secondly, we should be 

healthy in our character or qualities and thirdly, we should be 
healthy in our relationships. If  man is not healthy in these 

three areas, he would be easily assailed by sicknesses 
such as lack of  peace, joy, contentment 

and frustration and wrong doings.
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exercise and mental health are 
important for physical health. 

Proper Food Habits

Right kind of  food should be eaten 
in order to keep our body healthy. At 
the same time, it should be in the right 
amount and taken at the right time. 
Some people are of  the idea that it is 
enough if  they fill their stomach. It  is 
not right to fill the stomach with 
something or the other, but the right 
kind of  food should be taken in. Some 
people give much importance to taste 
but they would not worry about the 
quality. 

Rather than how much we eat, 
what kind of  food we eat is important. 
For some people, food should be tasty 
and piping hot. But they would not 

see if  such foods would be right for 
their physical condition and what 
would be good for them. For a good 
physical condition, taste should be  
given the second place and nutritious 
and right kind of  food should be given 
the priority. It is the adamancy of 
many people to eat whatever they 
want, though they may have blood 
pressure or diabetes or ulcer or heart 
problem, that gives them chronic 
sickness. 

Right kind of  food should be 
chosen, considering our body weight, 
our body condition and health.  
Anyone, who wants to remain healthy, 
should learn to eat foods that are of 
good quality but are tasteless. When it 
comes to tastes by adding spices, 
sourness, sweet, fat, oil, salt etc., 
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everything should be used in a lesser 
measure which would be suitable for 
our health and not in excess. Unless 
the mouth is bridled, our physical 
health will never be fit. Studying the 
nutritious content of  different food 
items, we need to see which kind of 
food would be suitable for our physical 
condition and we should have it, 
accordingly. 

Correct Measure

Food is not just to fill the stomach. 
It should be taken in the right measure 
in order that it would keep our body 

healthy and help us function well. It is 
not good to eat in such a way that our 
stomach is too full. It is enough to 
have it in the necessary measure that 
we need. Some people would be 
always munching something, like the 
cattle do. It is not wrong to eat more 
on occasions, out of  desire. However, 
it is not a good habit to always eat 
stomach full, without saying ‘enough’. 
Eating food in excess will not increase 
our health; rather health would be 
spoiled. When more food is offered 
out of  hospitality, we should know to 
refuse it. 

Parents should be a good example 
to the children in food matters as well. 
Pastors too should be a good example 
to the believers in matters concerning 

food and maintaining the health of the body.
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Correct Time

Next, food should be had at the 
correct time. We should not keep on 
having food all the time, without any 
interval. Some people do not adhere 
to any regular time but would be eating 
at any time convenient to them. It is 
not a good habit to have breakfast at 
around 10 0’ clock in the morning, 
lunch in the evening and dinner just 
before going to bed. It is also not good 
to eat much at night. If  food is taken 
without following regular timings but 
at any time according to one’s 
convenience, surely ulcer and gastric 
problem would develop. God will not 
like it when someone invites ulcer by 
his irregular food habits and then 
prays for a miracle. Not following 
regularities in matters concerning food 
is also a sin against God. 

Some people remain thin and 
slender despite eating one litre cooked 
rice! Some others would be fat, despite 
having a handful of  rice. Yet, the main 
reason for obesity and paunches in 
most of  the people is eating excess 
food at irregular time, and the habit 
of  eating food for taste. Parents 
should be a good example to the 
children in food matters as well. 
Pastors too should be a good example 
to the believers in matters concerning 
food and maintaining the health of  the 
body.  

Rest Necessary

One should work hard; at the same 
time, enough rest is also essential for 
physical health. It is not good for 
ordinary human beings to be like the 
sun, which doesn’t know rest. Some 
people would say that they sleep only 
for three or four hours and do work, 
the rest of  the time. Following such 
adventurous talks are not good. 
Those, who do not take enough rest, 
cannot work properly. They, who do 
not know to take rest sufficiently, 
cannot think clearly. We need to learn 
to work hard; we also need to learn to 
take enough rest. In the Old Testament, 
taking rest for a day, out of  the seven 
days, was given as God’s law (Exodus 
20:9,10). 

Particularly, sleeping for sufficient 
time is highly necessary to keep the 
body healthy. Proper sleep means, 
sleeping for 8 hours is essential for 
health. However, on an average, 7 
hours of  sleep is very much necessary. 
Diseases will start chasing us if  we 
sleep for less than 6 hours. Though 
achievements could be made by saving 
sleeping times and earning a lot, the 
concerned person would be affected 
by chronic sickness and emotional 
problems such as anger, irritation, 
hastiness and impatience. Those who 
do not go to sleep at the correct time, 
those who do not sleep for the right 
amount of  time and those who do not 
wake up from sleep at the right time, 
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would be affected by lot of  mental and 
physical problems. 

Rest is not related only to sleep. 
Taking rest from a state of  continual 
work is necessary. In the same way, the 
mind too should not be always 
thinking and brooding over certain 
matters; it should be stopped. Rest for 
both physical body and the mind is 
necessary. Not continuing with a 
particular work at a stretch but 
indulging our mind and body in 
something lighter, is also rest. 

Exercise Necessary

Unless the body is operated in the 
right way, it is difficult to live a healthy 

life, no matter how much healthy food 
we may have. The body should be 
allowed to work sufficiently. It may be 
possible to bring everything to the 
place where we are. But health cannot 
be enjoyed by remaining where we are. 
In the modern world, facilities to get 
everything, directly to the place where 
are, are easily available. However, 
sufficient movements should be given 
to the body and body parts. Right 
amount of  works should be given to 
the physical organs. Training that 
would help well in the functioning of 
our body, should be given. It is 
through sufficient training, any body 
parts such as the brain, heart, bones, 

Mostly, sicknesses like blood pressure, 
diabetes, and depression are caused by 

heavily burdensome works, heavy responsibilities, 
too much worry and fear.

14 - Living Stream - April - June 2021



Living Stream - April - June 2021 - 15

nerves, muscles, and tissues and blood 
circulation, would function properly. 
Those, who do not have sufficient 
works to do, ought to spend time and 
do physical exercises. Some people 
would not take a walk of  even ten 
steps unless they are warned by the 
doctors do so, because of  their blood 
pressure or heart problem. The state 
of  using vehicles for everything, 
remote controls, and servant facilities 
has kept many people in a comfortable 
pos i t ion and has  made them 
uncomfortable by sickness. 

Mental Health

Physical health is not related to the 
physical body alone. We cannot enjoy 
physical health just by keeping our 
body healthy. We should keep our 
mind also well. Unless the mind is kept 
well, physical body cannot be kept 
healthy, through careful food habits 
and physical exercises. 

Some people have the right kind 
of  foods, suitable for their health. 
They would never fail to do physical 
exercise even for a day. They have 
good food and exercise; yet they 
cannot keep their body healthy. No 
matter how healthy we may keep our 
body, we cannot say when sickness will 
attack us, on this earth. However, the 
main reason for most of  the sickness, 
is the failure to keep our body and 
mind well. Some people would be 
surprised as to how a person, who is 

able to maintain his body and who is 
healthy by doing exercise etc., gets 
attacked by sickness. The main reason 
for this is their failure to keep their 
mind well, despite maintaining their 
body well.    

The impact and influence of  mind 
could be seen in the condition of  our 
physical health. Mostly, sicknesses like 
blood pressure,  diabetes,  and 
depression are caused by heavily 
b u r d e n s o m e  w o r k s ,  h e a v y 
responsibilities, too much worry and 
fear. The problems in the mind get 
transformed into physical sicknesses. 
Some people are not cured of  ulcer 
despite taking proper medicines. The 
reason, the mind is constrained by 
extreme worries and this causes 
damages to the body. 

Man, who lives in close relationship 
and fellowship with God every day, is 
able to safeguard himself  from the 
burden of  worries. Not storing 
everything in his mind, he pours 
everything out, in the presence of 
God, through prayers. Hence, he 
receives rest and a light heart from the 
Lord and is able to keep his mind 
healthy. If  we continue carrying anger, 
hatred, enmity, bitterness, jealousy and 
worries in our heart, we would be 
forced to bear sicknesses in our body. 
If  the mind is kept clean by the 
presence of  God, we can keep our 
physical body also healthy.
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However, today, living without a 
worry about immorality and failing to 
consider it as a big thing, has become 
a feature of  an ultra-modern society. 
It is logically argued that there is no 
need for a person to live as a virgin till 
marriage and that nothing big is going 
to be achieved by safeguarding one’s 
chastity. Today, the situation is such 
that nobody is able to believe that a 
woman would have been morally good 
till her marriage and that a man would 

have lived with no other connection 
before marriage. In case someone 
believes positively, others would be of 
the opinion that that belief  is not 
correct. It is the view of  many people 
that in this modern culture it would 
be an unwanted research to see how 
someone lived in the past and that his 
present state alone should be seen. 

No Shame

Today, decline in morality amongst 

Immorality is not something that occurred 
yesterday or today; rather it has been there since 
the formation of  the world. However, in those 
days, immorality and despising morality was 

sporadic like accidents that happened randomly. 
There were times when those who were immoral, 
were ashamed of  it. There were times when such 

people were looked down upon, with pity. 
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youngsters is not an important 
problem. The biggest problem is that 
they see immorality and an immoral 
life style as the common feature of 
today’s modern culture. They are of 
the idea that living within a restricted 
line is old fashioned and that allowing 
everyone to live as they wish, according 
to their preference is suited for this 
era. 

Morally good people and those 
who give importance to moral 

disciplines have become few in 
numbers in today’s society. Hence, 
noble principles about morality have 
gone. In a crowd of  clean and well-
dressed people, those who have come 
with dirty and soiled clothes would 
feel ashamed. They would cringe 
whether others would look down 
upon them. However, they would not 
feel bad if  most of  the people in the 
crowd had come wearing dirty and 
filthy clothes. 

The dress culture of today’s 
youth has gone to a half – revealing 

mode, beyond limit. The culture 
of opposite sex relationships 

of youngsters has gone beyond 
the standard of cattle that 

has no sixth sense
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In today’s society, immorality could 
be seen much in all fields and in every 
place. Hence, it has become a common 
identity of  today’s fashionable society. 
As a result, those who are immoral or 
have lost morality never think low of 
themselves. A man, after taking liquor, 
would feel terribly bad and low about 
himself, if  he enters a temple or 
church. However, if  he enters a place 
where hundreds of  people are taking 
liquor, he would not feel ashamed. 
This is the condition of  today’s society. 
If  the parents admonish the children 
for any indiscipline, the children 
retort, ‘Are you good?” 

In my school and college days, if  a 
woman was seen going about with 
improper dress, everyone would look 
at her with derision. If  a boy was seen 
going with a girl, everyone would talk 
that the parents had failed to bring 

them up properly and that how could 
they be roaming around shamelessly. 

This is not the condition today. 
Today, even in villages, the culture of 
wearing ‘revealing dresses’ has spread. 
The ‘boy friend, girl  friend’ culture 
begins right at the school time itself. 
Today, just as how it is rare for a 
person to be without using mobile, 
places that do not have boy friend/girl 
friend culture are very rare. The dress 
culture of  today’s youth has gone to a 
half  – revealing mode, beyond limit. 
The cu l ture  of  oppos i te  sex 
relationships of  youngsters has gone 
beyond the standard of  cattle that has 
no sixth sense. “ I like it; who cares if 
you don’t like it’ – This attitude is 
prevalent everywhere. 

Age difference is not considered 
to be important. Relationships are not 
taken seriously. Once upon a time, 
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getting married was considered to be 
an occasion where the couple was tied 
to each other. Today, it is considered 
to be just a ring exchanging event. The 
culture that does not want to have 
r e s t r a i n t  w i t h  o p p o s i t e  s e x 
relationships, after marriage could be 
seen everywhere. In today’s modern 
culture, a man roaming around with 
few women and a woman roaming 
with few men, is a normal and 
common thing. 

Changed Meanings

‘Don’t see anything as immorality. 
Such kind of  life styles are natural and 
unavoidable in today’s modern era’ – 
This new principle is rampant 
everywhere. In this modern era, when 
knowledge is increasing on all sides, 
morality is vanishing without trace. 
‘Nothing is wrong; it is the attitude to 
see everything as wrong, is wrong’ - 
T h i s  p r i n c i p l e  o f  p e r s o n a l 
independency advocated much in the 
western countries is coveted by most 
of  the people in India, today. The 
unprecedented growth in modern 
technical gadgets has heightened the 
immoral activities in the society and 
has created a situation from which 
nobody can escape easily.

You can dress as you like; but the 
world would term it as modern 
transformation. You may live with any 
kind of  relationship; the world will not 
take it seriously. You may live as you 
like and the world will take it as a part 
of  modern culture. However, the eyes 
of  God are different. If  we dress like 
others, God’s eyes will be different. 
He would see it as a sin. The world 
may say that such habits  and 
friendships are common. Yet, such 
things would be wicked in the eyes of 
God. Times may change; social 
s c ena r io  may  chang e ;  man’s 
perspectives may change. But God’s 
outlook will not change. What is 
wrong in His sight is always wrong. 
Many deeds that are against the holy 
ways of  God would appear to be quite 
common, for the society. However, 
any deeds that are against God’s ways, 
are liable for God’s wrath. Yes, in the 
midst of  this society, which has lost 
morality, God would expect us not to 
run like everybody else but to respect 
His ways and live like Noah who was 
unaffected by the sinful atmosphere 
around him, by seeking His grace 
(Genesis 6:9).

Living Stream - April - June 2021 - 19



20 - Living Stream - April - June 2021

When an object is precious to 
someone, it should be taken with 
much protection and care so that its 
quality would not be affected. In that 
case, how much care and concern 
should be there to carry the truth 
which saves mankind, without 

compromising on its quality, to the 
people!

Burden of  Soul and Thirst for 
Truth

However, today’s churches do not 
pay much attention to retain the 

A church has dual duties, just as how a coin has two sides. 
One: Truth should be preserved by the church, 

which is a spiritual establishment. To be precise, 
it should be maintained in such a way that divine truths 

should operate. The reason, as the Bible says, 
‘church is the pillar and ground of  the truth’ (I Timothy 

3:15). Truth should be safeguarded just as how 
we would protect a burning lamp from getting put off 

by the wind. Two: Truth should be proclaimed to 
all the people, by the church. That is, every man 
should be taught, ‘this is the truth’. The reason, 
man can be set free only by the truth (John 8:32). 
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quality of  the truth as much as they 
consider proclaiming the truth as 
important. It is human duty to help 
someone who is thirsty. At the same 
time, the water that is taken to that 
thirsty person should be of  good 
quality and clean. If  the water is taken 
from some unhygienic pond or lake it 
would cause many harms and damages 
to him, who drinks it. 

Today, it is highly appreciable that 
many are concerned that souls are 
perishing and they do take remedial 
steps for that. It is very much necessary 
and praiseworthy that burden and 
concern for souls is sown in the hearts 
of  many. The thirst and hunger that 
those who are in the darkness of  sin 
should be brought into the light of 
Christ’s truth and doing many things 
sacrificially for this purpose is 
respectful and honourable. 

At the same time, only one wing is 
not enough for a bird to fly. The 
burden over perishing souls and the 
thirst for souls is very much essential.  
In the same way, burden that the truth 
is being destroyed and annihilated is 
also necessary. Proclaiming the gospel 
alone is not the perfect sign of  a true 
Christian’s thirst for truth. Proclaiming 
the truth alone is not an evidence for 
a true Christian’s burden for souls. 
Burden over perishing souls alone 
cannot be taken as the measuring scale 
of  a true Christian’s concern for souls. 
Being concerned about and burdened 

over truth being damaged and 
destroyed and losing its beauty and 
health is also necessary.  

Churches that Destroy the Truth

Today’s traditional churches or 
mainland churches are destroying the 
identity of  truth by their unchristian 
like activities. Main stream churches 
which have different divisions such as 
the C.S.I, Lutheran, Baptist, Anglican, 
Methodist, C.N.I, Presbyterian, 
Marthoma etc., have lost the identity 
of  truth. Except for the identities of 
conducting a traditional and ritualistic 
service, these churches do not have 
any other holy identity. They are more 
like worship clubs. In Biblical term, 
they can be called as flavourless salt. 

Such churches are neither pillars 
nor is the ground of  truth. Most of 
t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  h o l d  h i g h 
responsibilities in such churches are 
not honest and do not live by 
principles, they are ungodly, with no 
holy standard as mentioned in the 
Bible, and are of  the world, with no 
belief  in an honest life and with no 
concern about the ways of  truth. Most 
of  the pastors of  these churches are 
ignorant of  the salvation experience, 
with no experience of  relationship 
with God and do not know how to 
live by truth. The responsibility to run 
these churches is given to those who 
have graduated in theology which is 
based merely on the knowledge of  the 
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brain. Except for some spiritual 
activities related to traditional and 
ritualistic worship that has the tinge 
of  Christian colour, nothing special 
could be seen in these churches. The 
activities of  these churches, which do 
not have the beauty of  truth, misleads 
others to understand that Christianity 
is a godly organization that conducts 
ritualistic services for Jesus Christ. 
These churches have lost the identities 
of  Christian truth such as victory over 
sin, pure life, noble qualities and 
characteristics, attitude of  living by 
noble principles with respect, good 
qualities such as honesty, love, humility 
and patience, not running after the 
world, not getting lured by money and 
materials, belief  in the next world, 
transparency etc., 

Orthodox churches have tall 
steeples; high bell towers; and the sign 
of  a cross. They bear several religious 
signs; they have many educational 
i n s t i t u t e s ;  s c o r e s  o f  s o c i a l 
organizations that function with social 
concern; number of  festivals and 
traditional celebrations are held. 
However, there is absolutely no 
activities of  truth that has holiness as 
its main identity, in these churches. 
Most of  such churches are like dust 
that covers the beauty of  genuine 
Christian truth, are like the dirt that 
destroys that fine quality of  truth and 
are like germs that cause harms to the 
health of  Christian truth. Such 
namesake Christian activities of  such 
churches and their rebellious actions 
with no fear of  God, do not preserve 
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but destroy the beauty of  Christian 
truth. Such churches give a wrong 
appearance to Christianity and mislead 
others to look down upon Christianity 
and see it as something, devoid of  holy 
beauty. 

Identities of  Hypocrisy

On the other  s ide,  today’s 
Pentecostal churches have become 
replicas of  hypocrisy. Love for money 
and materials, love for worldly luxuries, 
passion for power and position, false 
teachings, deceitful preaching, and 
activities that are not based on the 
knowledge of  God, are like strong 
stains that cannot be removed, on 
these Pentecostal churches. ‘Let us 
sing, dance and celebrate’ – This is the 
principle of  these Pentecostal 
churches. Untruthful preachers, 
immoral ministers of  God, pastors 
who are soaked in lies, worship leaders, 
who are salves to luxury and vanity, 
are in quite a large number in today’s 
churches. Today’s Pentecostal churches 
have stained the sacred name of 
‘Pentecost’ because of  the many 
people there, who have become 
strangers to holy godliness by 
becoming slaves to an exciting 
godliness.    

Pentecostal churches have become 
places which are full of  believers, who 
are easily able to become emotional 
but never have any true emotions. As 
a result of  the principles of  an excited 

spirituality, created by the Pentecostal 
churches, many Christian churches 
have become dens of  thieves. Because 
of  the offerings and tithe of  innocent 
believers, who have not got the chance 
to know the correct truth, many 
pastors have become slaves to worldly 
luxury and are comfortable living like 
King Solomon. In today’s Pentecostal 
churches, sufficient room has been 
given to the spirits of  lies such as false 
teachings, false visions, false prophets, 
false miracles, false powers, false plans, 
false revelations and false explanations. 

On the other side are the false 
evangelical organizations that have 
changed the basic of  the gospel truth 
and are killing the truth by publicizing 
that Christianity is just miracles and 
wonders. Plenty are the evangelists, 
who do not know to properly talk 
about living with love, honesty, 
humility and morally good, about 
living against the ways of  the world, 
about avoiding a luxurious life, about 
overcoming sin and walking in the 
holy path. Instead, they make the 
people shout and dance, make them 
fall like felled trees, make them 
overflow with a false excitement and 
thus make them get caught up in the 
snares of  the wicked one, without 
making them know the truth. Today’s 
popular evangelists have made the 
people go far away from the Scriptures, 
from the ways of  God, from the 
experiences of  having a close 
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relationship with Him and from the 
knowledge of  knowing the truth. The 
people are drawn towards Prayer 
Towers, Prayer Partner Plans and 
Prayer meetings and have brought in 
a situation wherein those who really 
love truth are forced to lament, 
‘Where are the people who are going 
in the path of  truth?” 

Yes, today, truth is being destroyed 
by many churches, church leaders, 
evangelists and by the teachings of 
different church denominations. 
Teachings of  the correct truth have 
become rare. Church activities based 
on proper truth cannot be seen 
anywhere. The essence of  truth based 
on the Bible has been changed to a 
l a rge  extent  and i s  preached 
accordingly. To the people of  other 
religions, who happen to see these 
churches, evangelical organizations 
and their operations, Christian truth 
does not seem to have any special 
feature. 

Backward Christian 
Generation

Churches have destroyed the signs 
of  Christian beauty that is based on 
genuine Bibl ica l  tr uths.  False 
evangelical organizations have 
destroyed the signs of  glorious gospel 
truths. False teachings and preaching 
and false gospel proclamation have 
hidden the beauty of  true Christian 
life and are quite common among 

people. Today, what is predominant in 
the catholic churches is the spirituality 
of  idolatry; what is predominant in 
today’s protestant church is a 
traditional and ritualistic worship that 
is useless and is like flavourless salt; 
what is predominant in today’s 
Pentecostal churches is a spirituality 
of  excitement that is not based on the 
truth. What is openly seen in the 
modern evangelists, who take many to 
the path of  a false Christianity by 
advertising only miracles, deeply 
burying the fundamental gospel truth,  
is a spirituality of  business. All these 
factors have jointly dimmed the glory 
of  truth. The ritualistic godly works 
of  the churches and the business like 
activities of  the selfish evangelists 
have today formed a backward 
Christian generation that is dull and 
useless. Even the people, who are 
stony hearted, without knowing the 
Lord, can be made to get convicted by 
the correct truth; but it is extremely 
hard to make this backward Christian 
generation to get convicted by telling 
them about the truth. It is easy for 
God to bring out the non-believers 
from the darkness of  sin. However, it 
is not at all easy to bring this backward 
Christian generation which is soaked 
in a false Christianity towards the 
truth, no matter how many times they 
are taught about truth. 

At this pitiable time, the self- 
contentment that somehow Jesus is 
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preached, is not correct. It should also 
be seen how genuinely Christian truth 
is preached.  The longing that 
somehow gospel should be proclaimed 
alone is not enough. It should also be 
seen how the truth is being damaged. 
We should also be concerned about 
what kind of  gospel is announced, and 
what kind of  Christian teaching is 
given to those who come into Christian 
churches, believing the gospel. Some 
babies would grow up without any 
proper care. Some people would be 
born and grow automatically. This is 
the state of  today’s Christian people. 
The number of  those who teach 
correctly, who guide people properly 
and who are genuine shepherds has 
gone down and today’s Christians do 
not have a proper place to grow in 
truth. 

Hence, being concerned about 
today’s Christian state in which there 

is no place for truth is equally 
important as being burdened about 
the perishing souls and proclaiming 
the gospel to them. Giving the correct 
truth to believers is equally important 
as begetting believers. 

That day, a traveller, who was on 
his way to Jericho, was wounded by 
the thieves and left half  alive (Luke 
10:30). Both the priest and the Levi, 
were concerned more about their 
religious works and hastened away 
from that place, so that their work will 
not be hindered. In the same way, 
today, truth and genuine Christianity 
are badly wounded by the churches 
and evangelical organizations that are 
not based on truth. Not being 
concerned about this, and about the 
present condition of  the truth, but 
prioritizing the proclamation of  truth 
alone is not good.
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Children of  God ought to live with 
divine reflections and characteristics, 
thus revealing that they are His 
children, born of  Him. This cannot 
happen by itself. Those, who are born 
of  God, ought to grow with healthy 
features that befit God’s children. If 

they have to live spiritually, they ought 
to  g ive  much impor tance  to 
experiences that would help them 
grow spiritually. 

God’s Word, the Food – A 
Must

If  a child has to grow healthy, it 

True Christians are those, who are born of  God. 
Only those who are born of  God alone can live a 

true Christian life. They, who accept the Lord Jesus 
as their personal Saviour and want to live on this earth 
holding onto holiness, overcoming sins, are the ones, 
who are born new of  God. They are new creations, 

born of  God (II Corinthians 5:17). These people have 
the spiritual nature to live with divine qualities, 

and with relationship with Him, reflecting divine 
holiness. They are not mere devotees of  God. 

Rather they are God’s children, who have 
got the chance to put on the image of  God.
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should be fed proper food. God’s 
word, which is the spiritual food, is 
the one that makes a man get 
strengthened spiritually and grow. The 
Bible says, ‘As new born babies, desire 
the pure milk of  the word that you 
may grow’ (I Peter 2:3). Some people 
would like to live a successful Christian 
life. But they would not have any 
desire or interest for God’s words, 
which are His food and which are 
needed for that. Though they may 
have the thirst to arise and shine for 
Him, they would not be concerned 
with the food, His words. If  we are to 
be mature in the spiritual standard, the 
Lord’s words should be received in our 
soul, sufficiently. 

It is through the word of  God that 
spiritual life floods into us. It is 
through His words, His power comes 
into us (Hebrews 4:12). It is through 
His words that we get the spiritual 
eligibility to do any good work (II 
Timothy 3:16). Only when we feed on 
God’s words as our food, God’s 
comfort, joy, leading, wisdom, peace 
and knowledge about Him would 
enter into our soul. 

Should Read

The essence of  God’s word, our 
spiritual Food, should be brought into 
us through three important ways. 
One: The experience of  reading His 
Word, Two: Listening to the Word of 
God and Three: Meditating on God’s 

words. First of  all, it is highly essential 
to receive God’s food and grow, by 
reading it. Only when we have the 
habit of  grazing the spiritual grass of 
His word, by taking considerable time, 
can we grow in the experience of 
being born of  God. True Christian is 
not the one, who reads the Bible, only 
when he gets the time. Rather he gives 
first place to reading the Bible. Nobody 
eats, depending on the available time. 
Nobody goes hungry for the reason 
that he has had stomach full earlier.  

He, who reads the Bible, with the 
expectation to get something as 
spiritual food for his soul whenever 
he reads it and does not read it as a 
godly duty, is the Christian, who has 
the experience of  being born of  God. 
The Bible should be read with the 
expectation that some good counsel 
or conviction or encouragement or 
instruction or hope or idea should be 
gleaned from it. 

Should Hear the Word

We should have the habit of 
hearing good counsel related to the 
Scriptures and the Word of  God 
which resounds as His voice. Some 
people are fond of  church services or 
worship or ministry. But they would 
not be interested in hearing God’s 
words. Some people would show 
themselves to be very much godly by 
singing loudly and dancing gaily 
during the time of  worship. On the 
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other hand, they would be sleepy 
heads when it comes to listening to 
God’s word and would not be 
interested in it. Such people are fond 
of  worship leaders who cheerfully 
conduct them in the worship. But they 
are not fond of  those who have the 
word of  God in them to teach them 
and lead them. However, those, who 
are born of  God, would have the thirst 
and hunger as to from where they can 
hear the word of  God and how. They 
would eagerly expect to hear the truth 
of  God that would feed their soul. 

Should Meditate

We should meditate on the 
word of  God. That is, we 
should ponder over the God’s 
words and truths that we hear 
and read. We should think of 
what exactly is told for us 
through the word of  God. 
The Bible says, ‘Blessed is the 
man, who delights in the law 
of  the Lord, and in His law he 
meditates day and night’ (Psalm 1:1,2). 
The more we involve our heart in the 
word of  God and meditate on it, the 
more spiritual life, power, divine urges 
and clarity would be received by us. 

What was the counsel given by 
God to Joshua, who was wondering 
about crossing the Jordan? He had to 
read and meditate on the statutes given 
by God through Moses (Joshua 1:8). 
It was when he heeded God’s counsel 

and read and meditated on God’s 
ordinance, His guidance and counsels 
were revealed. Yes, the experience of 
being born of  God alone is not 
enough. We also need to have the 
experience of  growing healthily 
through God’s word, as His children. 

God’s Care – A Must 

Food is essential for a new born 
child to live and to grow. However, 
food alone is not enough for the 
child’s healthy growth. A child is born. 

Then it is fed with the essential food, 
which would help in its physical 
growth. But, mental growth of  the 
child is also equally important for 
which, the mother’s care is highly 
essential. The child does not cry only 
for food. It also cries to feel the touch, 
comfort, presence and care of  the 
mother. Sometimes, a child will not 
stop crying if  it does not feel the 
mother’s presence and care, no matter 
how good it is fed with food. 



Living Stream - April - June 2021 - 29

In the same way, God’s word alone 
is not enough for those who are born 
of  God. They also need God’s care. It 
is through the fellowship with God, 
that one can sense God’s presence and 
care. God carrying us like a Father and 
comforting, like a Mother should be 
felt. Spiritual growth and health can 
be determined only by the measure of 
God’s love tasted in our heart. 

Some people read the Bible. Some, 
listen to the word of  God. They would 
ponder over what they have heard and 

would reach a good level in spiritual 
knowledge. Through this, they would 
follow godly disciplines and good 
characteristics. Having what they have 
learnt through the word, as the 
foundation, they would live a godly 
and righteous life. 

Discipline, good principles and 
godly deeds would be seen in them. 
Yet, it would be difficult to hear loving 
words from them or see humility in 

them and understanding for others. 
Matured good qualities cannot be seen 
in them. Though they seem to live a 
proper life, it is hard to see them in a 
spiritually happy state or with love. 
This is because, though they have 
grown by eating the food of  God’s 
word, they have failed to live in 
fellowship with God which would 
have made them enjoy God’s care. 
Since they have failed to understand 
what it is to live in close relationship 
with God and enjoy His care, their 

spiritual growth is not healthy. 

There is austerity in their 
sp i r i tua l  exper i ence  of 
following His statues. Yet 
there would not be any beauty 
of  love in that. Though they 
may speak about the truth, 
they would not do it happily. 
Their spiritual activities would 
remind us of  John the Baptist 

and not Jesus. Though their spirituality 
is very strict, the spirituality that is of 
godly love and humility cannot be seen 
in them. It is only in the Christians, 
who have grown with fellowship of 
God, the sweet smell of  love could be 
experienced. In those, who try to make 
themselves godly and set themselves 
right through their own efforts, the 
true spiritual experience of  reflecting 
God’s love cannot be seen.   
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Three Ways to Live in 
Fellowship with God

For a healthy spiritual growth, 
God’s presence or the experience of 
living in fellowship with Him is 
imperative (I Corinthians 1:9). There 
are three ways to experience and enjoy 
the fellowship of  God. One: We 
should talk to God on the basis of 
faith, Two: With the faith that God 
will speak within us, we should have 
the interest to hear His voice in our 
soul. Three: We should think about 
God. We should have thoughts and 
contemplations about God in our 
mind. It is with the person with whom 
we talk more or who talks with us 
more and of  whom we think much, 
that our relationship and fellowship 
would be strong. 

Talking to God:  Prayer is the 
important way to have the experience 
of  talking to God. Prayer should not 
be considered as presenting a list of 
our needs; rather, it should be an 
experience of  exposing our heart in 
the presence of  God and speaking to 
Him freely (Psalm 62:8). We should 
learn to share everything with the 
Lord just as how we share openly with 
our friend. We should learn to tell 
everything that happens around us to 
the Lord, daily. Like a child, we should 
openly tell the Lord whatever we 
think, whatever we feel and whatever 
thoughts that cross our mind. 

Hear the Voice of  God
It is not only us talking to God. We 

also need to observe, what He wants 
to make us know, what He wants to 
tell us and what He causes in us. We 
need to prepare our heart and wait for 
Him in order that His voice would 
resound within us. If  we should listen 
to His still, small voice, we should turn 
away our ears from the noise and 
useless shouts of  the world. Those 
who seek with thirst to hear something 
from God in their heart, expecting 
Him to reveal Himself  to them in 
some way, would hear the voice of 
God. 

Should Think about God
The more we think about a person, 

the more our fellowship with him 
would strengthen. Just as how we 
ponder about the Scriptures, we 
should also ponder about the Lord 
who comes to have fellowship with 
us. We should consider Him as 
someone very close to us and loving 
and meditate more about Him. We 
need to think and ponder about 
matters concerning Him such as His 
love, His holiness, His glory, His deeds 
and His fellowship (Psalm 63:6). At 
such times of  thinking about Him, we 
can strongly feely His touch and 
presence and can thus grow in His 
fellowship. 

Growth in Knowledge – A 
Must

Children of  God, who are born of 
God, grow well by the divine food of 
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His Words. By enjoying His fellowship, 
they grow in God’s love, humility and 
in His comfort and attain a healthy 
spiritual maturity. However, these 
alone are not enough. Growth in 
knowledge is also important. Once 
children grow up, they spend more 
time in education, than in eating and 
enjoying their parents’ care. Children 
should grow because of  food and the 
parents’ care. At the same time, they 
should grow academically also. 

Some people need only the food 
– God’s word – that would make them 
feel God’s comfort, hope, power and 
love. Their expectation is that they 
should enjoy comfort, encouragement, 
hope and excitement through God’s 
word and messages. But they would 
not show interest in listening to the 
Scriptures or teachings on it or 
understanding the truth that would 
develop their spiritual knowledge. 

God’s word, on one side, works in 
us as food and helps us to live as a 
witness by strengthening us. On the 
other side, His word also gives us 
knowledge (II Timothy 3:16,17). What 
would happen if  a child is well fed but 
is not sent to the school for learning? 
The child will grow up into a healthy 
but foolish one. In the same way, we 
need to have spiritual knowledge in 
many ways such as Biblical knowledge, 
Biblical teachings and messages and 
Biblical incidents. 

Some people do receive love, 
comfort, power, hope and excitement 
through encouraging sermons and 
powerful preaching, but they are still 
a chi ld in spir i tual  matters (I 
Corinthians 3:1).  They cannot 
understand the differences in 
teachings. They do not understand the 
explanations of  certain incidents in 
the Bible. They do not know, what is 
a church, what is worship, what is the 
New Testament or the Old Testament, 
what is holiness and what is the 
fullness of  the Holy Spirit. 

We should grow up with the 
necessary spiritual maturity that befits 
God’s children, with good qualities 
and with preparations to face any 
situation at any time. For this, mere 
excitement and power is not enough. 
Spiritual knowledge concerning the 
Scriptures, its teachings, messages, 
Bible history, truth and Bible incidents 
is highly essential. Apart from wanting 
to enjoy merely a sensational stirring 
by hearing the word of  God, we also 
need to be interested in having the 
knowledge of  truth. 

Yes, along with God’s words, the 
food and His presence and care given 
by His fellowship, we should also grow 
in the knowledge given by the 
Scriptures. This alone would help us 
grow in the experience of  being born 
of  God and to live as His children.
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He is multifaceted. Yet, what is his 
foremost identity? What expectation 
would be there on him, from those 
who visit his hospital? He is a reputed 
doctor. So, those who come seeking 
him, ought to visit the hospital mainly 
for getting treatment. 

How would it be if  someone 
advertises about his hospital saying, 
‘Those who want any social need, 
please come to the hospital; those who 
need financial help may please visit 

this hospital; those who want to talk 
about sports may visit here?’ As far as 
his profession is concerned, publicizing 
for heart treatment alone would be the 
suitable advertisement.  

In the same way, the Lord Jesus 
does miracles and wonders. Of  course 
He heals the sick; He is worthy of  our 
worship; He is the Lord, who gives us 
power. He has plenty of  divine 
identities. Yet what is His prime most 
identity? He is the Saviour. He came 

A cardiologist is running a hospital in front 
of  which is an advertising board bearing details 

of  his qualifications and of  the types of  treatment 
available there. However, he is interested more 

in social works and has the tendency to help 
the poor and the needy. He is also connected 

to the sports field.
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to save the sinners and to redeem man 
from his sins. He came to invite the 
sinners to repent (Luke 5:32). He came 
to this world, to save the sinners (I 
Timothy 1:15). When He was born, 
the angels identified Him as the 
Saviour (Luke 2:10). When the Angel 
Gabriel announced His birth, He 
showed Him to be the Saviour 
(Matthew 1:21). 

Yes, there are several honourable 
identities for Jesus. However, when He 
came to this earth, He prioritized His 
identity as the Saviour. This is because, 

the most important purpose for His 
first coming is to save human beings, 
who are enslaved by sin and make 
them into God’s children (John 1:12). 
Hence, it is highly imperative that 
Jesus is to be seen as the Saviour, who 
came to redeem humanity. It is 
necessary that He should be seen as 
the Saviour and to get saved by Him. 
The most important feature of  the 
gospel ministry is to proclaim to the 
world that Jesus is the Saviour. 

In today’s Christian churches and 
evangelical ministry, the identity of 
Jesus as the Saviour is not denied; yet 
its foremost significance is hidden. 
The identity of  Jesus as the Saviour is 
not given the first place. 

God to be Worshipped

For traditional churches, Jesus is a 
God, for whom ritualistic service is to 
be conducted. These churches see 
Him as the God of  veneration. So, for 
them, worshipping Him is spirituality. 
Their piety ends with this. Hence, 

these traditional churches have 
paved way for a generation 
that worships Him, as devotees 
without being concerned 
about receiving the experience 
of  salvation. Yes, they are a 
worshipping crowd. They do 
not concern themselves with 
matters such as salvation, 
being born again, becoming 
God’s children, living holy, 
living with close relationship 

with God and living as witnesses. 
Their Christ ian experience of 
ritualistic worship is like flavourless 
salt. 

God of  Miracles

For, most of  today’s evangelical 
institutes, Jesus is a God of  miracles. 
Most of  the evangelists show Jesus to 
the people as a miracle working God. 
They invite people to see Him as a 
miracle worker and receive miracle 
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from Him. Jesus is shown more as a 
miracle worker and a healer to the 
people and His main service as a 
Saviour is hidden. The evangelists 
advertise about Him in such a way that 
people throng the gospel meetings and 
prayer meetings with the purpose to 
receive miracles. While they say a few 
words about Jesus as the Saviour, they 
elaborate much on His miracle power 
so that people would see Him as the 
miracle worker. As a result, the people, 
who run here and there for miracles, 

go far away from the salvation 
experience just like the Israelites, who 
failed to enter Canaan, despite tasting 
miracles for 40 years. 

God of  Might

In today’s Pentecostal churches, 
Jesus Christ is primarily identified as 
the Mighty One. Rather than receiving 
deliverance from sin and the ability to 
live a holy life, based on Jesus being 
the Saviour, they prefer that His power 
would surge into their physical body 

Any church or evangelical organization 
that does not preach, reiterating 

on the glory of salvation about which 
the Bible says, ‘so great a salvation’ 

is a false one, that does not know God.
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and mind. For them, experiencing 
some power entering into them is the 
most important Christian experience. 
They prefer to see Jesus as the One, 
who pours down His power, rather 
than as the Saviour. 

They fail to think how far they are 
set free from sin by His saving power. 
They fail to see how far they have been 
transformed in their mind and nature 
by His sanctifying ability. They do not 
think how far they are able to shine in 
their qualities such as love, humility, 

honesty and integrity because of  His 
fellowship with them. According to 
them, Jesus is power; Jesus is fire; Jesus 
is the anointing. Prioritizing the 
identity of  Jesus’ power or might, they 
have the taken His glorious identity as 
the Saviour, to the last place. 

 God is the Master

Yet another group of  Christians 
knows Jesus as a stern Master. These 
people appear far better than other 

groups, in many ways. But they fail to 
see the important identities of  Jesus 
as the Saviour, as a Friend and as the 
One, who gives us His fellowship. 
They give first place to discipleship 
and have cleanly covered up the 
principle of  being adopted as His 
child. They project Jesus to be a 
military commander and have brought 
commandments like ‘Do this, follow 
this, obey’ etc., as the first step of 
Christian experiences. Even before 
showing Jesus as the Saviour, as a  

Friend and as the One, who 
gives us His fellowship, they 
hasten to take people towards 
a life of  obeying Jesus like a 
slave. 

On the whole, each group 
wants to show some identity 
of  Jesus as the foremost one, 
according to their taste and 
convenience. Hence, in some 
way or the other, His foremost 

identity as the Saviour is totally 
covered up. 

First place to the Identity as 
the Saviour

Jesus is worthy of  all honour and 
glory. Of  course He is mighty to do 
miracles. He is indeed the God, who 
strengthens us and empowers us with 
His divine power. He is indeed the 
Lord, who calls us to follow Him. Yet, 
the prime most purpose for which He 
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came to this earth is important. How 
does He expect us to see Him 
primarily? Any gospel proclamation 
that fails to show this identity of  Jesus, 
who identified Himself  as the Saviour, 
who declared that He came to save 
mank ind  and  who  made  a l l 
preparations to show Him to be the 
Saviour, is in vain. Any church that 
fails to realize the importance of 
salvation experience and to act 
accordingly but considers worshipping 
Him as spirituality, is not a true church. 
The utmost and genuine duty of  a 
church is to repeatedly tell its people 
about forgiveness of  sin, salvation 
from sin, transformation, change in 
nature, life of  excellent qualities, living 
in fellowship with God and brethren, 
and about a holy standard of  life and 
trying to present them perfect in Him 

(Colossians 1:28). Any church that is 
not concerned with these things but 
considers mere worship and ritualistic 
services as spirituality is useless. 

Jesus introduced Himself  as the 
Saviour and offered Himself  as an 
atonement of  sin on the cross in order 
that His plan of  salvation should be 
fulfilled. Any gospel proclamation that 
gives pea-sized importance to the 
gospel of  salvation offered by Him 
but magnifies miracles, trying to show 
Him as a magician, is false. Any 
evangelical institution that hides the 
glory of  His identification as the 
Saviour but highlights His identity as 
a miracle worker, is a false institute 
that is not from God. Any church or 
evangelical organization that does not 
preach, reiterating on the glory of 
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announce Him as such and does not 
have plans to lead people towards this 
glorious experience is a false church/ 
ministerial organization. The foremost 
purpose of  gospel proclamation 
should be taking the gospel of  truth 
to the people in order that the glory 
of  salvation is revealed. Instead, 
preaching that Jesus came to do 
miracles and wonders, that He came 
to heal the sick, that He came to pour 
down His power and that He came to 
prosper our business or profession is 
not the Biblically correct proclamation 
of  truth. All these are not lies. But 
without giving first place to preach 
that Jesus came to the world to save 
the sinners, all these preaching would 
become proclamation of  lies (I 
Timothy 1:15). 

Having worship service, without 
entering into the salvation experience 
will not glorify God. Becoming prayer 
warriors and fasting warriors without 
entering into the experience of 
holiness, will not please God. He will 
not honour the experience of  having 
faith to receive miracles from Him, 
without walking in His ways. 
Thousands of  souls may be harvested 
by preaching a gospel that will not lead 
a man towards salvation and take him 
to the status of  becoming God’s child; 
yet the reward for the harvest of  these 
souls will not be stored in the Lord’s 
treasury.

salvation about which the Bible says, 
‘so great a salvation’ is a false one, that 
does not know God (Hebrews 2:3). 

What is Salvation? 

Man, who doesn’t have the natural 
ability to resist the evil power of  sin, 
receiving Jesus as his Saviour within 
him and becoming strong to overcome 
sin, is salvation (Romans 6:14). Man, 
who is, by nature, caught up in various 
wrong things, getting transformed by 
the saving power of  Jesus, is salvation 
(John 15:8; Matthew 18:3). Man, who 
is unable to resist living as an enemy 
of  God through his thoughts, deeds, 
nature and desires, becoming a child 
of  God and living with a father-son 
relationship with Him, is salvation. 
Man, who has no strength to resist the 
love for money and materials, 
dominance of  lust, influence of  the 
world and the attraction of  glamour 
overcoming these successfully through 
his fellowship with Jesus, is salvation. 
Man, who has been living with the 
world as his central focus, getting 
clarity in his sight to look up to heaven 
is salvation. Confronting and breaking 
the various fiery darts thrown by satan, 
every day, purely by the grace of  God 
and progressing is salvation. 

Jesus came as a Saviour in the 
midst of  mankind in order to give this 
glorious salvation experience to man. 
Any ministry or church that fails to 
see Him in this light, that fails to 
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When a particular evangelist or 
pastor becomes popular, in some way 
or the other, many people start going 
to him. When he is known as a mighty 
evangelist or a pastor, people throng 
the meeting/church run by him. 
Hence, they build a huge building for 
their church or prayer meetings. 

People willingly give offerings for 
building a church or a place for 
assembly. Since, the chances to get 
offering from people is bright in this 
regard, the concerned evangelists and 
pastors raise up big buildings as a sign 
of  the glory of  their ministry. Seeing 
the thousands of  people thronging, 

Carl Becker, while carrying out his world - wide ministry by 
name Shiloh, spent quite a lot of  money for ministry in 

India. Some people, who could get a huge amount 
from him, built mammoth churches in India. However, 
not many people attended most of  those hugely built 

churches. When the activities of  Shiloh ministry slowed 
down in India, there was no more use for the churches built 

by some pastors. This was because, since they were built 
as church buildings, they could not use it for any 
other purpose. At the same time, there were not 

many people to conduct services in such huge places.
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they build huge buildings, assuming 
that this would continue for several 
more generations. 

However,  because of  their 
attraction towards the ministry of  a 
particular evangelist or pastor, people 
throng to their meetings. So it cannot 
be expected that people would come 
in plenty in the future too, even after 
his period of  ministry is over. Mostly, 
a ministry of  an evangelist or a pastor 
comes to an end or loses its glory after 
the time of  that particular pastor or 
evangelist is over. Mostly, once the 
time of  a reputed minister of  God 
comes to an end, there is none to 
replace him to retain the original glory 
of  that ministry. Even if  there is 
someone, people are not much 
attracted or drawn by it. 

The fast ministries of  certain 
famous ministers of  God stop gaining 
momentum during their children’s 
time and finally come to a standstill. 
After the death of  certain ministers of 

God, there is nobody worthy to run 
that ministry as before. Hence, there 
is no use of  such big buildings 
constructed with much money, 
evaluating the present, popular state. 
Sometimes they cause several 
problems like ‘inheritance troubles’ 
and court cases.  

Also, when such buildings built for 
s p i r i t u a l  p u r p o s e s ,  b e c o m e 
unnecessary in later days, they cannot 
be used for other purposes. When they 
thus become useless for the purpose 
for which they were built, the offering 
poured down by the people for that, 
becomes wasted. Hence, servants of 
God should think thousand times 
before collecting millions of  rupees 
from the people, based on their 
current popularity. Or else, buildings 
should be built with proper directions 
and planning in such a way that when 
those buildings become useless for 
spiritual activities at some time or the 
other, they would be useful for some 
other purposes. 

Living Stream - April - June 2021 - 39



40 - Living Stream - April - June 2021


